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HAMC student a one-man band in Darfur awareness campaign

by Ren Kaplan -
NN Staff Writer

T hen Jonathan Stone chose
2 mitzva projact for his
upcoming bar mitzva, he

didn't just sign up to fulfili a few
kours of mandatory community
service; he has thrown al his enec-
gies inta raising funds and aware-
ness for Darfur.

Jonathan has created a Help
Darfur MNow chapter at the
Bohrer-Kaufman Hebrew Acad-
emy of Morris County in Ran-
dolph, where he is 4 seventh-grade
honors student The chapter par-
ticipated ir: the Million Voices for
Darfur posteard-writing cam-
paign, soid bracelets, and orga-
nized students who made Dolls for
Darfur pins as fund-raisers,

- The.chapter.also,organized.

i bus to take fellow students’and
comuunity members to the Sept.
17 Rally for Darfur in Manhattan

During Sukkot, Jonathan cre-

Conscience campaign sponsored
by the North Jersey Cozlition fos
Darfur from March 4 to 18. He
will be the guest speaker for the
coalition Friday, March 16, at
Morristown Jewish Center Beit
Yisrael, where he will became bar
mitzva the aext day

The Stene family has pur-
chased 20 solar coakers in honer
of their guests in an attempt 1o
ease the burden of Darfur wornen
who must search for woed far
from the safety of the refuges
camps in order to cook for their
famikias.

jenathan's inspiration for the
project came during the January
2006 Mitzvor of MetroWest fair
held at the Alex Aidekman Family
Jewish Community Campus in
Whippany. Surrounded by myriad

o projects with Jewish themes, how=7:

lonathan was drawn to the "
booth for Help Darfur Now, en
organization.created by Naw Jer-
sey high school students Arielle

Lot f o

Janathan Stane has gone “abave apd beyond™ In ralsing tunds and awareness

_ahaut the crisis In Darfur,

ated a poster board display for his
schoal that compzred the custom

*ﬁ-’ofvgating'in-thc-:uk}ca'with»thc .

plight of the Dacfurians, residents
of 2 southern region of Sudan who
“have been petsecited, massacred,
and driven into refugee camps by
government-backed militias,

“While Jews may spend only
eight days living in temporary
shelter during the holiday,” he
wrote in his projest, “more than 2

.. million Darturians are living in
temporary sheiters with no idea of
when they may e able te return
to their homes.”

AL the mement, he is putting
together 2 March 8 screening of
Hotel Rwanda at HAMC with all
proceeds going to Flelp Darcfur
Mow )

jonathen s simha falis during

Il

e 1R

... Phala cguntasy Lisa Stane

Wisotsky and Eric 2ad David
Messinger. )

. It was a choice that surprised
his parents, Lew and Lisa Stone.
But Jonathan saw the connection
berween the Holocaust and the sit-
nation in Sudan, which has been
declared a genocide by the United
States government.

his parents had suggested Darfur as
a possible mitzva project, he might
have chosen something else )

“We are so pleased to have Jon
Stone as an active member of Help

" thie March for Darfuri 14 Dy € ™ (18 Fact; Torathan told NJN, I " atid dwarentss- raising activities.”

Etic Messinger catled Jonathan
“an inspiraticn not oaly to the sty-
dents at HAMC but to students in
other chapters”

Jonathan said his deciston to

‘When the Holocaust was over, people said we will
never let this happen again, but we still have to

remind them.’

Darfur Now," said Wisotsky in a
press release. “As prasident of the
Hebrew Academy chapter of Heip
Darfur Mow, he has gone above and
beyond, with both his fund-raising

“I¢'s impartaat for jews to real-

ize this is what's _ha_ppcning
[there].” Jonathan said in a teles
phone _interview. ~When the

Holocaust was gvar, pegplesaid =

we will never et this happen
again, but we still have to remind
therm.” o
“He came 1o this himsell,” said
Lew Stone “He saw it as some-
thing that pectains to the Jawish

cammunity and said, “This is whal
[wanttede ™

become active on behaif of Darfur
was an extension of how he and his
hrathes, Jecerny — HAMC class of
2007 and now a freshunan at George
Washington University — were
brought up. His father described 2

home where the concepts of
tzedake and tikun olarm — repairing
the world — are vital “We always
had them divide their allowances,”
said Law Stone “Some was for
spending money, some was for the
iank, and some was for tzedaka”

Such constant activity would
weary an adult, fet alone a teenager
trying to find the balance batween
school, homae life, and preparing for
his bar mitzva. Yet Jonathan still
finds time to play on the HAMC
basketball teamn and in Hearts &
Spades, a rock band he formed with
some friends.

[ really make it my business to
get these things done, and § have
very supportive parents, so they
help me organize.” he said &

Ran Kaplai can be reached at RKa-
plan@njjewishnews com




